GETTING TO GREAT: ANNUAL REPORT TO THE COMMUNITY
SEPTEMBER 2008 — JUNE 2009

William King Elementary

School and Community Context

William King Elementary School
(WKES) has served the community of
Herring Cove/Spryfield for well over
fortyyears. We offer programming to
273 students from grades primary to
six. Our community has not experi-
enced the growth that other areas of
our board have and our enrollment
has slightly declined over the last
threeyears. Our classes, for the most
part, are small with a high percent-
age of staff residing in the area. As
aresult, staff get to know many stu-
dents outside of their own class and
teachers tend to spend many years
here which provides a built in sup-
portstructure for all of our students.

We are proud to be one of the few
schools in the HRM to offer an Inten-
sive French program to our Grade 6
students. Our students from grades
3-6 also have the opportunity to par-
ticipatein an enhanced art and physi-
cal education program. Our school
is committed to promoting a physi-

cally active lifestyle for all students
as showcased by our Active Children
Today (ACT) evening held for par-
entsinMarch.

Although William King Elemen-
tary School does not reflect a wide
diversity of cultures, our staff con-
tinually addresses the diversity of in-
terestsidentified within our student
population by offering over a dozen
lunch time and after school activi-
ties. As a school community, we are
dedicated to supporting the needs
of all our students. We strive to de-
velop a climate of mutual respectand
continue to be proud to fly the first
League of Peaceful Schools’ flag. We
work to ensure a positive, welcoming
school environment where student
improvement and success are our
keyareas of focus.

Safe and Orderly Environment

Ourmotto at WKES is “With Kind-
ness Everyone Succeeds.” We begin
each school yearreviewing and com-
municating our Code of Conduct to
students, staff and parents. We work
with students to create clear guide-
lines for classrooms and school be-
haviour and continue to apply them
fairly and consistently. We have
programs in place that promote pro-
social behaviour and safe practices
such as Positive Effective Behaviour

Supports (PEBS), Fabulous Friday
phone calls, Teddy Bear Awards and
Playground Pals. We are proud to re-
port that 94.6% of our students feel
their teachers really care about their
well being and 99% of parents sur-
veyed believe William King is a safe
place for their child to attend. We
have hazard specific plans in place
at William King to ensure student
safety.

Contents
School & Community Context. . . . . ... 1
Family & Community Involvement.. . . . . 1
Safe & Orderly Environment. . . ... ... 1
AssessmentResults. . .. .......... 2
StudentEngagement . ........... 3
Professional Development ... ...... 3
Timetolearn . ................ 3
Additional School Supports . . . ... ... 3
Planning for Improvement ... ... ... 4
Family and Community
Involvement

As a staff we continue to de-
velop ways to help support our
school families. This year we have
hosted self esteem events (Boy/
Girl Soar, Rainbows), been invov-
led with Understanding the Early
Years study, held curriculum eve-
nings (ACT) & put on several social
functions (dance, bingo, green
Christmas). These eventsresultin
strengthening the relationships
between school, family and the
larger community. We are proud
to note that almost 100% of fami-
liesreporthaving a good relation-
ship with their child’s teacher.
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Provincial and Board Assessment Results

Halifax Regional School Board (HRSB) students participated in provincial and board-wide assessments. The infor-
mation gained through these assessments will help us determine our next steps in improving student achievement
in literacy and mathematics. Please note that the percentages used throughout this report are rounded to the nearest
whole number.

* French Immersion students completed the assessmentin French.

Literacy School Results: Board Results:
Assessments Percentage of students meeting expectations Percentage of students meeting expectations
Grade 2 HRSB Literacy Reading English Program Accuracy: 66% English Program Accuracy: 74%
English Program Fluency: 55% English Program Fluency: 67%
Grade 3 DOE Literacy Reading: 64% Reading: 80%
Writing (Information) : 79% Writing (Information) : 80%
Writing (Narrative) : 94% Writing (Narrative) : 87%
Grade 5HRSB Literacy English Program Reading: 88% English Program Reading: 82%
Grade 6 DOE Literacy Reading: 88% Reading: 88%
Writing: 90% Writing: 94%
Mathematics School Results: Board Results:
Assessments Percentage of students meeting expectations Percentage of students meeting expectations
*Grade 2 HRSB Mathematics 96% 95%
*Grade 3 DOE Mathematics (June 2008) 54% 71%
*Grade 5 HRSB Mathematics 89% 84%

At William King Elementary we are pleased to report that our Grade 5 and six students consistently performed well
inreading and writing in the HRSB and Department of Education literacy assessments. Also important to highlight is
that Grade 3 students performed above board average in writing (narrative) while Grade 5 students performed above
board average inreading. However, itis noted that our students are performing belowboard average at the Grade 2 and
threelevels withregards toreading. Grade 2 and Grade 5 students are performing above board average inmathematics,
however, Grade 3 students are still falling belowin this area. At William King Elementary we have made writing develop-
ment and mathematics a focus for improving student achievement over the past three years. We are pleased to note
that there has been improvement in both these areas over the past three years. Our teachers have been learning about
effective teaching in these areas and have continued to work hard onimproving student achievement. In the fall, we will
begin anew journey to choose improvement goals which will have the greatestimpact onimproving student success.

(lassroom Assessment

Teachersregularlymeetand work in grade level teams toreview student achievementin all areas of the curriculum.
In 2006, as part of our school improvement plan for accreditation, we identified goals in math and writing.

Forwriting, teachers collect and review writing samples in October and May of each year. Theyidentify the individual
strengths and needs of each student and plan for areas requiring additional instruction. Our October resultsrevealed
73%of Grade 1 to six students met the criteria for generating ideas, organization and applying standard writing conven-
tions on our school-wide assessment data.

Staff also wanted to collect classroom data on student achievement in math. In 2006, board and provincial level as-
sessments indicated that our geometry and patterns and relations scores, in particular, were low. Over the past 3 years
teachers have collected and maintained records on these two strands in addition to the other areas of mathematics.
Teachers have commented specifically on geometry and patterns and relations achievement on the three formal reports
that have gone home to parents. Our December report card marks revealed 83% of Grade 1 to six students met grade
level outcomesin math.
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Student Engagement

We are very proud of our students’ engagement in learning. At William
King we continue to be dedicated to assisting our students in developing
alove for learning. Close to 75 students participated in the Canadian Math
Contest, 50 students were involved in the Canwest Canspell Spelling Bee and
9 students from William King participated in the French Public Speaking Con-
test. We listen to our students requests for extra activities and encourage all
students to participate. Aside from the extra curricular physical education
and after school programs, William King Elementary offered about 12 differ-
entlunch time clubs thatranin four week intervals during the winter months.

Time to Learn

All schools in the Halifax Regional School Board follow the Time to Learn
requirements set by the Department of Education. This means each course
or subject has arequired or recommended number of minutes devoted to
instructional time. Our most recent survey indicated that 75% of teachers
felt studentlearningisinterrupted too often by school announcements dur-
ing the day. As aresult of this feedback we have reduced the number of an-
nouncements during the school day. We will continue to focus on this area
next year as we strive to reduce the number of interruptions to maximize
student success.

Professional Development

When teachers learn, students learn. Teachers here at William King El-
ementary are actively involved in professional development on an on-going
basis. Each year teachers identify, on average, two or three goals related to
literacy, numeracy and/or technology. Teachers create a professional growth
plan which outlines their goals, evidence of learning and how their new
knowledge directlyimpacts student achievement. In-service training directly
relates to teachers’ individual goals and other school board initiatives. This
year our on- site in-service days focused on accreditation, reviewing board
and provincial level data across gradelevels and also literacy and mathemat-
ics instructional planning (and assessment). Teachers have also attended
workshops aligning their spelling curriculum with board practice. Time has
beenbuiltinto the schedule for teachers tomeet with grade level partnersin
order to collaborate, plan, share and design common assessments.

Additional
School Supports

speechlanguage pathologist
Learning Centre teacher
resource teacher

educational program
assistants

literacy coach

school psychologist
ReadingRecovery teacher
library support specialist

severe learning disabilities
teacher

publichealthnurse
community outreach worker
schoolliaison officer

IWK occupational therapists
(overseeing handwriting
without tears program)
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Planning for Improvement

The school community of William King Elementary
takes great pride in our students’ success and accom-
plishments. There is much to celebrate here at our school!
However, we also know that we can always do even better.
We are very dedicated to demonstrating our continued
improvement. The Halifax Regional School Board’s Plan-
ning for Improvement process helps us to identify what
our students are doing well and what areas need further
attention and improvement.

In 2006, our school staff chose goals in the areas of
writing, mathematics and technology. We had discovered
from looking at student achievement data that our stu-
dents could benefit from a focus on writing. We want our
students to organize their thoughts and ideas and apply

standard writing conventions accurately in written com-
munication. This is an important skill that will impact
their ability to succeed in any subject. In mathematics,
we are focusing school improvement efforts on having
students meet grade level outcomes in all strands. Again,
these skills will benefit students no matter what their fu-
ture holds. Staff at William King Elementary also believe in
the benefits of enabling students to be competent users
of technology. We want our students, staff and parents to
reportanincrease inregards to access and use of technol-
ogy to supportlearning outcomes.

We proudly present William King Elementary’s school
improvement plan for your information. Here youwill find
information about our focus.

Literacy Goal

By June 2009, 75% of students at
William King Elementary School will
achieve grade level outcomes in writ-
ing, as measured by report card re-
sults.

Strategies:

- determine abaseline for writing
skills (grades one to six) from
writing samplesincludedin
growth portfolios
create and maintain, for every
student, awriting record rubric to
follow the student from primary
to Grade 6

introduce a schoolwide writing
program (Write Traits) focusing
on targeted, intensive writing
instructionin grades one to six

invite parents to attend a family
literacy evening with focus on
writing

use data obtained from writing
rubrics to create specific mini-
lessons at the classroomlevel
establish schoolwide
opportunities to celebrate
studentwriting

create time for teachers to share
and conference about writing

School Goals

opportunities

Mathematics Goal
By June 2009, 80% of students at
William King Elementary School will
achieve gradelevel outcomesinMath,
asmeasuredbyreport card results.
Strategies:
develop arecord keeping book
for Geometry and Patterns &
Relationsbased on outcomes
primary to six
develop and implementa
curriculummap for Geometry
and Patterns &Relations

devote 20% of instructional time
to Geometry/Patterns &Relations
instruction

identify manipulatives
introduced at each gradelevel
inventory existing manipulative
resources and provide classrooms
with materials specific to grade
level outcomes

engage in on-site professional
developmentregarding use of
manipulatives and how tovary
levels of questioning within the
classroom

create time for teachers to

share and conference about
Geometry/Patterns and Relations
opportunities across curriculum
and gradelevels

Technology Goal
By June 2009, 70% of the school
community (i.e. students, staff, par-
ents) will report an increase in sat-
isfaction in regards to access to and
use of technology to supportlearning
outcomes.
Strategies:
ensure each teacher is equipped
with a current copy of technology out-
comes per gradelevel
- createasurvey for students &
parents to determine satisfaction
ratesinregardstoaccess toand
use of technology to support
learning outcomes

determine teacherresources
required to meet gradelevel
technology outcomes

complete aninventory of all
technological resources the
school

provide a LCD projectorin
thelibrary to complement the
teaching of technology outcomes

\ I/

> Every Student Can Learn. Every School Will Improve.

Halifax Regional
§chool Board

(ontact Information: 91 St. Paul’s Avenue, Herring Cove, B3V 1H6
Tel: 902-479-4200 Email: wkes@hrsb.ns.ca Principal: Susan Latham
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